Hawstead Parish Council - Clerk report  
March 2026
The aim of this report is to provide comments on agenda items and to update the Parish Councillors on:-
· correspondence received, sent and circulated since the last meeting
· Training attended since the last meeting
· Clerks’ activity since January 2026

· Planning decisions

2.5 Suffolk constabulary 
PC C Claydon reported on 21 Jan 26 that;-
There was a domestic non crime reported in Hawstead over the last month.

PC Claydon reported on 23 Feb 2026 that there was;-

a theft and assault was reported in Hawstead during the past month.
My scheduled community engagements for March are as follows:
· 18th March, 12:00–12:30 – Evergreen Estate, Great Bradley
· 18th March, 12:45–13:15 – Thurlow Sports Club
5 Matters Arising
SID has been ordered – not yet received; it has become apparent that it will need to be operated from a new solar powered post, for which there will be a charge to the PC.

8.3 Accessibility audit
Suffolk.cloud has undertaken a website accessibility audit on the Hawstead PC website – see report provided. In summary the audit found that;-

[There were] an average of 1.07 errors per page – issues that prevent the site from 

meeting the required accessibility standards which will need to be resolved.  

In addition, there are an average of  20.43 warnings per page, which are less critical but still 

represent valuable opportunities to improve usability.  

Taken together, the site achieves an overall accessibility score of 9.6 / 10 indicating a very 

good level of accessibility with some room for improvement. This high-level snapshot sets 

the stage for the recommendations that follow, helping the council create a smoother, 

more inclusive online experience for all users.

The clerk is attempting to rectify the errors highlighted in this report and this is a work in progress; the website accessibility statement published on the website will be updated accordingly.

In the meantime, thanks to Cllr AB, the domain name of original Hawstead-PC.co.uk has been renamed as http://www.hawsteadhistory.co.uk/ - the website content has not been altered, but hopefully this will ensure that enquirers for Hawstead PC are driven towards the current PC website.  The email boxes associated with the old PC website have now been closed down with a saving of approx. £75 pa for the PC.

8.4 New solar post for new SID

3/2/26 Email from J Shaw SCC re cost of new solar post Whepstead Road

The £630 cost is a contribution to the actual cost of post installation. The works often cost more, but SCC covers any excess. The cost covers everything (materials, admin, installation, etc).

 It does not include the purchase of the SID or solar panel itself.

8.5 Tree work

Spec of works  for trees prepared by outgoing tree warden. 4/2/26

Dear Stuart 

Please find attached the list of tree works which the Parish council are interested in completing this winter (ie if at all possible before the 1st March 2026) 

Thank you for your time in walking round and looking at these. The Parish Council would appreciate a quotation for each of the items below including separately for the options on the weeping willow in item 2. 

Main Village green

1. Making safe the dead ivy clad elm suckers near the corner of Bells Lane and Bury Rd on the verge opposite the main village Green. These should be pruned/felled to make them safe from falling on to people or the road. (Photo with the back of landrover)

2. Options of works to the weeping willow alongside the village hall car park and play area. Photo attached) 

 a. Reducing the extended limbs which project to the play area to reduce any risk to human life. 

 b. A more major option to carry out a major reduction by pollarding the weeping willow to make it safer and an indication if possible of the likely regularity which it would require to re-pollard the tree again and how much it might roughly cost each time at todays prices). 

3. Cutting back and clearing the top of the tree and fallen section of the old hawthorn with large billows of ivy which could fall onto the hedge or overhead cables at Shepherd’s cottage on the corner of the village green. (No photo) 

Bull Green, Pinford End

4. Felling the dead tall elms at Bull Green, Pinford End. 

All timber and brash to be stacked in habitat piles nearby but off the mown grass except item 2 the weeping willow which should have any trimmings completely removed from the car park area. 

Please could you send your quotation to Catherine Hibbert,Hawtead Parish Clerk at the email above. Thank you.
The Council informally agreed that SB should be appointed to undertake this work ahead of nesting season as per quote provided. The Council will be asked to formally minute approval.
8.6 Vacancy on Council

Email Cllr JW to Clerk 22/1/26

Dear Catherine,

As you know I have various ongoing health issues and unfortunately haven’t been able to attend our November and January meetings.

I believe for the sake of the Parish Council it’s best that I step down as a Councillor with immediate effect.

This will allow the vacancy to be filled by someone who can give village matters the attention they deserve.

I’m aware Henry is away at the moment however we have been in touch and I’ve informed him of my issues.

I did say to Henry I’d delay stepping down but upon reflection I think it’s time to let go.

On a personal note I’d like to sincerely thank you for all the support you’ve given me over the last 13 or so years and especially for your outstanding service to Hawstead.

My best wishes to you and your family,

Email from WSC 15 Feb 2026 Parish Council Vacancy Parish of Hawstead

I write to confirm that we have not received requests from 10 local government electors for the holding of an election to fill the vacancy on Hawstead Parish Council.

As a result, the council is able to fill the vacancy by co-option and may find the following information helpful:

1.
The National Association of Local Councils has produced a briefing note relating to co-option (LTN8) to be read in conjunction with NALC’s Legal Briefing L03-20. These are available from your local Association of Local Councils (Suffolk Association of Local Councils)

2.
It is essential that any person co-opted is (i) qualified to be a member of a Parish/Town Council; and (ii) is not disqualified. The rules of qualifications and disqualifications are explained and available through the Electoral Commission website at Qualifications | Electoral Commission and  Disqualifications | Electoral Commission. Although not a statutory requirement, you may wish to ask the co-optee to confirm to you in writing that he/she is qualified and not disqualified; and

3.
Once you know who is going to be, or has been, co-opted, please provide their name and address and the date of the Parish Council meeting which will approve, or has approved, the co-option to democratic.services@westsuffolk.gov.uk.

Please do not hesitate to contact the election office if you have any queries on elections@westsuffolk.gov.uk.

Clerk Note; The Council may now proceed to co-opt by resolution. Consideration should be given to advertising the vacancy.
8.7 WSC Play equipment inspection service level agreement
 WSC have proposed a new quarterly safety inspection service for the swings in the green which are owned by the Council.  There is no charge for this.  The Council informally agreed to this before the deadline (end Feb) and the clerk has signed the agreement.  The Council is requested to minute approval.
8.9 Village hall car park

Cllr HB has asked for an item on this matter; no details made available.

8.10 Request for licence over Village Green

Email from BD 7.3.26

You may recall that a few years back we had discussions with the Parish Council about access to our field, using the gateway and ancient bridge across the ditch to the Lawshall Road.

We maintained that we had every right to use this access as previous owners of the field had enjoyed long before the Parish Council took over the Village Green.

The Parish Council maintained that rights bestowed upon it in 1968, when the boundaries of the Green were evidently defined by a Green Line drawn on a map, precluded regular vehicular access in to our field as this crossed a narrow extension of the Green that went past the gateway.

In your letter dated October 15 2015 you stated the Parish Council's position and you mentioned the possibility of a licence, which I believe has been granted to numerous other properties around the green.

Please be informed that we now wish that this matter is re-visited as we are in the process of dividing our property, separating the field from the area occupied by the Metcalfe Arms and its original curtilage. 

We ask that this matter is discussed at the next Council meeting.

Yours sincerely, Barry Denny

Lark Valley Projects Ltd

Clerk to BD 7 March 2026

Thanks for your email of today’s date.

You have asked that this matter is re- visited.

For clarity please can you confirm what it is you are asking the Council for.

If you are requesting the grant of a licence please can you specify in writing what the requested licence is for - ie vehicular traffic/ whether you require the right to lay hard standing/ location/ proposed licensee/ period of licence / purpose of use etc so the Council can understand what you are asking for and what the implications of this would be for the green.

I was hoping to get the agenda out this afternoon and it would be useful therefore to have more detailed information from you at your earliest convenience.

Regards

Catherine Hibbert

Hawstead PC clerk
A copy of the previous correspondence and confidential minutes on this issue will be circulated under separate cover to councillors.
8.11 Generator servicing

The emergency generator is due a service. https://petepowerblog.wordpress.com/ may be able to help (approx. £100).  Assistance may be required with transport.
9 Planning
The following decision has been received;

DC/26/0158/AG1

Alternative Reference
PP-14641816

Address
Flatts Farm Bell Lane Hawstead Suffolk IP29 5NW

Proposal
Determination in respect of permitted agricultural development - agricultural roadway

Status
Decided

Decision
Not required

Decision Issued Date
Mon 02 Mar 2026
11. Correspondence

Indication is given where an item has already been circulated by email and/ or is under consideration at this meeting and /or has been circulated for this meeting.  Please request copies of anything you have not received

	Date
	Detail
	Action
	Email circulation
	Agenda item
	Circulated with agenda

	06/01/26
	Code of conduct training flier  Feb 2026
	
	21/01/26
	
	

	07/01.26
	AE thanks for voucher (website honorarium)
	
	
	
	

	09/01/26
	Information regarding road closure signage from SCC
	
	09/01/26
	
	

	09/01/26
	WSC acknowledgement of complaint re Woodlands enforcement issue
	
	
	11.3
	yes

	10/1/26
	Email from tree officer
	
	
	
	

	13/1/26
	Grant payment received from SCC
	
	
	
	

	12/1/26
	SALC bulletin
	
	21/1/26
	
	

	13/1/26
	West Suffolk Parish and Town Forum – Honington and Sapiston Village Hall – 10 February 2026.
	
	21/1/26
	
	

	13/1/26
	SALC training bulletin
	
	
	
	

	15/1/26
	Website accessibility audit – Suffolk Cloud
	
	
	8.3
	yes

	15/1/26
	WSC acknowledgment of complaint re Woodlands enforcement
	
	
	
	

	16/1/26
	Response from WSC planning enforcement re Woodlands
	
	16/1/26
	
	

	19/1/26
	Complaint from resident re Cranks Footbridge
	Sent to Cllr Soons 21/1/26
	21/1/26
	11.4
	yes

	20/1/26
	New Code of Conduct Factsheet Series – apologies for absence
	
	21/1/26
	
	

	20/1/26
	West Suffolk Civic Dinner - Friday 6 March 2026
	
	21/1/26
	
	

	20/1/26
	Proposed play area inspection service level agreement for 26/27
	Signed and Accepted 28/1/26
	21/01/26
	8.7
	Yes

	20/1/26
	OSS: January updates: Our victory on map scales | Celebrating a new town green | Our 2026 training dates
	
	18.2.26
	
	

	22/1/26
	SALC bulletin
	
	28/1/26
	
	

	22/1/26
	Info from WSC Town and parish council update: Five Dinners
	To VV
	28/1/26
	
	

	22/1/26
	Email from JW confirming resignation
	Notified WSC 25/1
	25/1/26
	
	

	23/1/26
	Police local report 
	
	
	
	yes

	26/1/26
	WSC notice of vacancy re JW
	To website/notice boards 28/1/26
	
	8,6
	yes

	26/1/26
	SALC bulletin
	
	28/1/26
	
	

	26/1/26
	Play area report – all low risk/ v low risk findings
	
	
	11.1
	yes

	27/1/26
	Training bulletin
	
	28/1/26
	
	

	31/1/26
	SCC newsletter
	
	8/2/26
	
	

	1/2/26
	Suffolk Preservation Society - February Newsletter
	
	18.2.26
	
	

	2/2/26
	Fw: West Suffolk Town and Parish Forum - 10 February 2026
	
	8/2/26
	
	

	2/2/26
	SALC bulletin
	
	8/2/26
	
	

	3/2/26
	SALC Internal Audit Service 2026 - Letter of Engagement
	
	
	10.3
	yes

	3/2/26
	SALC training bulletin
	
	8/2/26
	
	

	3/2/26
	SCC email re cost of solar post
	
	8/2/26
	
	

	4/2/26
	Spec of tree works
	
	
	
	yes

	5/2/26
	Babergh and Mid Suffolk Joint Local Plan Review Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report Consultation 2026
	
	
	
	

	8.2.26
	Formal response to complaint re enforcement issue at Woodlands
	
	
	11.3
	yes

	10.2.26
	SALC bulletin
	
	
	
	

	11.2.26
	West Suffolk Public Space Protection Order Review 2026 (n/a Hawstead)
	
	
	
	

	13.2.26
	Befriending service info
	To VV and website 18.2.26
	
	
	

	15.2.26
	Letter from WSC re co-option
	
	
	8.7
	yes

	16.2.26
	WSC play area inspection report
	
	
	11.1
	yes

	17.2.26
	WSC Barningham Neighbourhood Plan (Regulation 16) Submission Version consultation
	
	
	
	

	17.2.26
	WSC bin collection info
	To VV and website 18.2.26
	
	
	

	18/2/26
	SALC New Blog: Planning Reforms Consultation
	
	18.2.26
	
	

	19/2/26
	Info re West Suffolk AREA FORUM

19th March 2026, 7 pm online
	Clashes with next PC meeting
	
	
	

	20/2/26
	OSS newsletter
	
	25.2.26
	
	

	20/2/26
	Message sent on behalf of Cllr Dave Taylor: green-lidded bin deliveries for Better Recycling
	
	25.2.26
	
	

	23/2/26
	SALC bulletin
	
	25.2.26
	
	

	23/2/26
	Police update
	
	
	6.4
	yes

	24/2/26
	Suffolk Preservation Society - Neighbourhood Planning - Study Day -16th May
	
	
	
	

	24/2/26
	Fw: Suffolk Highways – Town, Parish Council & Parish Meeting Survey – survey link
	
	25.2.26
	
	

	1/3/26
	SPS newsletter
	
	7/3/26
	
	

	2/3/26
	SALC bulletin
	
	7/3/26
	
	

	7/3/26
	Email from Maglio Rosso re access over green
	
	7/3/26
	8.10
	yes


CLERK’S ACTIVITY Feb-March 2026
	Date
	Activity
	Time

	
	Prep for and attend Jan 2026 meeting; finance; meeting follow up;; SID letters;.
	


Copy correspondence

Email 10 Jan J Carr – tree officer

Thanks for your email.  Yes Happy New year to you. I’ll try to get to this done and if time allows also compile a list of other work which I'd suggest was considered for the next year or two. 

Stuart did contact me just before Christmas to try to fit in an afternoon walk round but unfortunately it was just too tricky for me.  I’ll contact him again and try to fit something in.  

On a happier note as we hoped, the storm this week has shifted the large cut sections of logs in the river downstream to safer locations where there is no risk of blockage causing either flood risk or exacerbating further damage to the high bank (water is passing over them freely in time of high rainfall and still well below bank level). The cut pieces have now all washed downstream away from the high bank by the track.  Their current positions are still upstream of the brick barrel arched bridge on the track but I think with some judicial cuts of the older fallen woody debris there into shorter lengths we can prevent any major blockage from forming in front of the bridge. The woody debris combined with the slightly steeper fall in gradient on that section of channel have resulted in some good exposure of fresh clean gravels too so I hope that XX may be reasonably pleased with that compromise. 

Personally I don't feel there is any need for removal of any of these logs from their new current positions in the river.

Email from WSC dated 15 Jan acknowledging complaint (service level)

Thank you for your email dated 09 January 2026 addressed to West Suffolk Complaints. This is being acknowledged as a service level complaint and not a step 1 complaint as requested, in line with our West Suffolk Council Corporate Complaints Policy. 
Your complaint has been passed to Penelope Mills as Service Manager for the Planning Services.  Penelope will investigate your complaint, and you will receive a further reply in due course.
11.3 Email from WSC dated 16 January 2025 re Woodlands enforcement

Dear Councillor Soons
 
Just to update you on progress with the property Woodlands, The Pound, Hawstead.
 
Further to discussions last year, it was felt that the best way to achieve planting of the required trees and any additional planting at the property was through negotiation via the agent and the owners. This will be followed up by the Planning Officer. The Arboricultural Officer has offered to provide additional advice to improve the planting if needed, by suggesting species that are most likely to establish and are appropriate for the site conditions.  This will result in a better screening of the development from the road and return the wooded feel when driving into the village.
11.3 Email from WSC re planning enforcement issue at Woodlands 11 Feb 2026

 

I am writing in response to your complaint dated 6 January (received on the 9 January).

 

Your complaint relates to two planning applications (DC/20/2212/ HH and DC/22/0695/HH), which contained tree and landscaping conditions, and the developer’s non-compliance with these conditions.

 

Specifically, you have stated that in relation to DC/20/2212/HH conditions 3 (Tree Protection Plan (TPP) and Arboricultural Method Statement (AMS)) and condition 4 (planting plan) have been ignored. In relation to DC/22/0695/HH you have stated that condition 3, which required a landscaping plan has not been implemented.

 

Your complaint is that the Council has failed to take any action or prioritise these concerns.

 

Planning Enforcement is a discretionary function that is subject to two tests: public interest and expediency. Formal action can take a considerable amount of time, and it is often more effective to resolve matters informally.

 

Enforcement work is also triaged and based on priority. This means that those cases that are more urgent will be dealt with first. This would normally include things like highway or environmental safety issues. Breaches of planning conditions that relate to landscaping such as this will be, in the main, lower priority. This approach is explained in the initial acknowledgement sent out when an enforcement case is received.

 

In this case, as with most others, we have tried to resolve the issue informally as that is generally the quickest and most effective way to proceed.

 

I have checked with the Enforcement Team, and the most recent update was sent to Cllr Soons on 12 January 2026. That update stated: 

 

Further to discussions last year, it was felt that the best way to achieve planting of the required trees and any additional planting at the property was through negotiation via the agent and the owners. This will be followed up by the Planning Officer. The Arboricultural Officer has offered to provide additional advice to improve the planting if needed, by suggesting species that are most likely to establish and are appropriate for the site conditions. This will result in a better screening of the development from the road and return the wooded feel when driving into the village.
 

I understand the frustration and anger from local communities when those carrying out development fail to adhere to the conditions of their permission.

 

Having reviewed this case, I believe the approach being taken is the right one. However, I recognise the specific context of this case, where the application was judged to be acceptable to the planning committee based on the proposed conditions. I also acknowledge that this issue has been unresolved for some time.

 

I have therefore asked the Planning Officer supporting the enforcement team on this case to report back to me within a month. We will then review whether any further action is required.

 

If you are unhappy with this response, please refer to our complaints procedure and associated complaints policy to consider whether you can progress your complaint to step one of the corporate complaints processes. Please see the attached link:

Complaints

https://www.westsuffolk.gov.uk/Council/Feedback_comments_complaints/  

 

Provided your complaint meets the criteria for our corporate complaints process, your complaint will be investigated by the Head of Planning.

 
 
11.4 Email from resident re footbridge at the Cranks 19/1/26

.. I hope you are all well and 2026 has got off to a good start for you.
I write in connection with the new footbridge at the cranks. (West end). Can I ask who has paid for this, as it affects the way the matter is approached. May I also register my dissatisfaction. In my opinion what has been completed is a waste of time, effort and money. Whoever carried out the works and whoever signed it off should ‘own up’ so we can start the process of reinstating the bridge correctly. To summarise; the hand-rails / rails are fitted  inboard making the passable width very narrow and not suitable for some of the folk likely to use it. Incorrect  fixings to the rail. No underpinning works have been carried out so the bridge is still subsiding into the stream. Lastly but not least, it is so incongruous in this stream and wooded environment. I would appreciate your views on the way forward.  As always, I am very happy to be involved.
I will send some pictures.
SCC to Karen Soons re Cranks footbridge 28/1/26

Sent: 28 January 2026 15:34
To: Karen Soons (SCC Councillor) <Karen.Soons@suffolk.gov.uk>
Subject: Bridge over the Lark - CR 552391
….The bridge was recently closed due to us receiving a report of several rotten deck planks. Our contractor quickly undertook the necessary repairs to allow the bridge to be reopened together with adding some deck mesh to reduce the risk of users slipping and additional rails to offer much improved containment. We are aware of the erosion at one end of the bridge and intend to replace the entire structure with a longer, and wider one as soon as we have funding available. I acknowledge that the rails are quite industrial in appearance but have been installed as an interim, and affordable, solution. The benefit of the existing components and arrangement is that they can eventually be reused elsewhere in our network…..

Tim Rackham
Structures Design Manager

Suffolk Highways
 
