Hawstead Parish Council - Clerk report  
11th September 2025
The aim of this report is to provide comments on agenda items and to update the Parish Councillors on:-
· correspondence received, sent and circulated since the last meeting
· Training attended since the last meeting
· Clerks’ activity since July 2025
· Planning decisions

2.5 Suffolk constabulary 
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/asset-library/councillor-assets/Suffolk-PCP-Annual-Report-2024-2025.pdf
5 Matters Arising

· Footpaths leaflet (suggested Jan 2025) yet to be progressed.

· Clerk yet to install You Tube Channel

· Speed camera signage has been installed ion village gates; SCC has since confirmed that it does not approve this work – see correspondence below.
Email from Jon Shaw re speed camera signage 29.7.25

Dear Henry,

I have heard back from my colleague at Highways Safety and Speed Management and they have said the following:

“Chapter 3 of the Traffic Signs Manual states that this signage is used in association with camera enforcement sites and therefore unfortunately cannot be used as requested by the Parish Council.”

I am sorry this is not the answer you were hoping for.

Jonathan Shaw

ANPR Officer

· HPC has been asked to register the defibrillators on ‘The Circuit’ – a national data base of live defibrillators

· WSC have confirmed that they will not replace the damaged crab apple plaque

Email 27 August WSC to HPC re crab apple tree plaque

We must apologise for taking so long to respond to your emails concerning the crab apple tree plaque.

After an investigation and checking our records, the Landscapes team did not hit or damage the commemorative tree plaque on Hawstead Green.

We are sorry that we cannot help you on this occasion.
JW has purchased a replacement plaque.

8.2 Provision of charging point

JW visited the charging point at Tuddenham and reported back as follows;-

Henry and I were able to visit Tuddenham St Mary on 13th August and met up with John Norman the Treasurer of the village hall committee.
They have a fabulous new and impressive village hall which opened in May 2023.
We were given a tour of the building as well as discussing their experience with EV chargers.
The hall is managed by a charitable committee in very much the same way as Hawstead Community Council manages our hall.
The hall bears a striking resemblance to our hall although it’s considerably larger with a capacity of 260.
Back in 2016 representatives from Tuddenham visited Hawstead and have loosely based their design on our building
 
https://www.tuddenhamstmaryvh.co.uk/
 
They obtained various grants to enable the hall to be constructed and eventually obtained planning permission from West Suffolk Council in 2019.
A planning condition was imposed that 2 EV charging points be provided in the car park.
They have 2 EV charging points on the parking area with a capacity of 7kW.
The charge is normally at 50p per unit.
 
Usage has been limited to the odd visitor to the hall and occasionally by cricketers using the adjoining cricket ground.
A few villagers have used the chargers overnight for their company cars when the rate is reduced.
The administration is currently a complication that the treasurer is trying to amend with the company operating the chargers.
In the first year of operation receipts were appx £72 so it’s definitely not lucrative.
A long term 15 year lease is involved.
 
In summary the chargers are certainly not used a great deal by locals and were installed to comply with planning approval.
Having chargers may be of benefit to the occasional visitor to the hall but overall, of very limited benefit to the local community.
8.3 Coordination with other councils to promote local anti speeding initiatives
HB has been approached by other Parish Councils to promote this initiative – draft letter attached.

8.4 Insurance

The insurance is up for renewal – two quotes have been sourced. The existing broker has switched from Ansvar (current) to Ecclesiastical. Ecclesiastical will insist on the swings on the green being checked every 7 days with a log book kept which may not be achievable. A comparison table is attached.
8.5 Removal of tree in Brook

The Council agreed a range of tree works including the removal of the fallen tree in brook.  This work was put on hold river too high/nesting season – but could be done shortly.

In the meantime one councillor has requested that the tree is left in situ – email correspondence chain below.
Email chain regarding removal of fallen tree in brook

RA to contractor 6 August 2025

Could I ask you please not to hasten to clear the large fallen tree from the brook in Hawstead. There is a concern that removing it might not help the erosion problem in the river and on that section of the bank. I am taking advice from the A-WINEP environment team at Anglian Water and also Norfolk Rivers Trust, and will get back to you in late September.

River Warden HPC
Clerk to RA

​
 I have no view on the rights and wrongs of what you are hoping to achieve here.

The council resolved to get these works done and has previously (via the clerk) instructed the contractor to proceed when weather conditions allow.

Any change to this arrangement needs to be authorised by the council (and implemented by the clerk ) rather than through one councillor acting on their own.

 I will add your suggestion about the tree to the next agenda for approval by the council.

CC to clerk/RA 6 august 2025

Could we make sure that all parish councillors are aware of this request to Stuart please - copy them in or forward it on to them? I am concerned that if we postpone until late Sept then we will lose the opportunity to remove the tree

Date: 6 August 2025 at 18:05:39 BST To:

RA to clerk​

Once that tree’s gone it’s gone and can’t be put back. I’m trying to take a more evidenced based, and scientific approach to environmental restoration than is currently the case in most environmental interventions. Someone who has a lifetime’s experience in river management ,  who has looked at the tree recently, tells me it’s doing an important job, scouring out underneath and thereby providing a refuge pool during drought. I’m planning a major grant application on managing flashy headwaters in which it might play a significant role. This isn’t just my opinion. I’ve got interest from some significant players. 

8.6 Proposal to provide a memorial bench

Family of Hawstead residents, Ethel and Jimmy, have requested permission to install a memorial bench on the Green. No discussion has taken place about ongoing maintenance.

8.7 Suggestion to create a village design statement

The following correspondence has been received from a resident;-

Resident to HPC 31 July 2025

Morning, this is a query regarding those properties facing The Green and permitted development rights and the impact on the vernacular of properties around the green. You may have noticed Greenacre is up for sale. Whilst an application for changes requiring full planning would come before the parish council and neighbours, the property ( unlikely ours which is listed) has permitted development rights which may even permit another story to be added such as a loft conversion without requiring planning. This in effect could significantly impact the heritage setting of our listed property but also the special setting of the green. I’m keen to understand the parish councils understanding of this matter.

HPC to resident 15 August 2025

Thanks for your enquiry about permitted development rights.

I should point out that West Suffolk Council is the local planning authority and as such is responsible for interpretation decision making and enforcement of all local planning matters. They would be better placed to deal with any queries about the planning process.

That said the PC does understand that the Government has decided on a national basis to confer permitted development rights for a range of development - including a range of householder projects. This allows developers/homeowners to proceed with certain, minor  works without making a formal application for planning permission. These rules apply as prescribed in the general permitted development order  which applies to property throughout England and Wales unless these rights are restricted in relation to a specific area by an Article 4 direction or similar.

Listed buildings due to their special status do not enjoy the benefit of such a wide range of permitted development rights as other buildings.

If you have a specific query as to a particular piece of work, I would suggest you discuss this with the officers at WSC who will be able to advise whether it benefits from permitted development rights. Planning and building regulations
Resident to HPC 15 August 2025

Many thanks for this, I have reached out to the West Suffolk Conservation Officer who informs me that any application requiring planning at this site would need to legally consider the impact on Old Forge Cottage as we are listed so I would welcome scrutiny from the parish council  as well given Old Forge Cottage holds a prominent position on the green from a visual context and this is primarily a reason why we would seek to conserve this as conservators of a heritage asset whilst under our ownership. As the green is under the conservatorship of the parish council I do believe that any proposed development at Greenacre, should it arise, should entail a cohesive response from us, the Conservation Officer at West Suffolk Council ( as they would need to be consulted as we are listed) and conservation of the green of which the parish council holds responsibility. 

With this in mind, should the parish council become aware of any proposed development at Greenacre we would welcome inclusion on any meetings intended on covering any response to planning.

On a final note we are not flatly opposed to any development proposal but it must be sensitive to conserving the heritage of the green and the impact on the Old Forge Cottage as a recognised listed heritage asset.

HPC to resident

I am not aware of any current planning application relating to this property.

Without the detail of a formal proposal it is impossible for the Council to make any specific comments on the matters you have referred to.

When the Pc is consulted on formal planning applications this is done in a public PC  meeting which is advertised three days before on the website/ noticeboards in the village. You would be welcome to attend to make any points re the proposal  to the parish council / email any observations if unable to attend . The  PC then decide as a council how to respond to the formal consultation. Local representations, the development plan policies  and any other material plaining considerations will be taken into account in formulating the PC consultation response.

Any planning application would also be advertised by west suffolk council( the planning authority) in the local area and any resident can make representations in support/ objection to west suffolk directly. WSC then determine the application, taking into account comments from residents/ local  pcs/ other stakeholders..

I will keep an eye out for any planning application affecting thiis property which may be submitted in the future.

Resident to HPC 16 August 2025

Just out of interest are you aware as to whether the Parish has what I’m told is a village design statement?

If yes, please can I be sent this, if not are there plans afoot particularly for properties unlisted around the green? 

Obviously any listed property around the green has its own unique circumstances. If there is a parish village design statement then I’d be keen to understand whether this is something than could be put on the next parish council meeting discussion as a collective statement from the parish sensitive to local heritage and the vernacular of Hawstead may help to direct any considered development within the village.
SALC have commented re design statements as follows;-
This is not an area where SALC can provide direct support. Design Statements and Neighbourhood Plans are led by the District Council. I have checked the  https://www.westsuffolk.gov.uk/community/parish-and-neighbourhood-plans.cfm and they direct parishes to work through  Community Action Suffolk https://www.communityactionsuffolk.org.uk/ I have attached links to both for you to review and consider your next steps.

If you have an engaged District Councillor, it may be worth discussing with them the best way to begin the process. The Parish would need to fund the preparation of a Design Statement, though there may be grants available to help. Both the District Council and Community Action Suffolk should be able to offer guidance and support.

The Parish Council would need to be supportive of this initiative, as preparing a Design Statement (or similar planning document) can be a time-consuming and lengthy process. One option might be for interested residents to volunteer their time and work alongside the Council to help take the project forward.


The clerk does not have capacity /relevant expertise to take this on.
9.1 Planning notifications

The following notification has been received:-Appeal against refusal of planning permission for one self build dwelling (means of access to be considered) at Pipers Hall Farm, Whepstead Road, Hawstead, Suffolk  AP/25/0026/STAND; Consultation window closed 4 Sept 2025.
11.4 Future of old speed gun.

Community speedwatch team(police) have confirmed they have no use for this equipment; there is no market for this on Ebay.

Email from Community Speedwatch 25 July 2025 re old speed gun

As the equipment is owned by yourselves it would be your decision on what to do with it. We would not use it and I am not aware of anyone else who would make use of it.
SALC have confirmed that;-

The Parish Council has the power to dispose of assets it no longer requires.   For AGAR purposes, assets are shown at purchase price, not current value. Once the Council has resolved to dispose of the asset, you can remove it from the register in the year of disposal.   Keep a clear audit trail: minute the decision, including confirmation that checks were made to see if there was any market or alternative use.
12. Correspondence

Indication is given where an item has already been circulated by email and/ or is under consideration at this meeting and /or has been circulated for this meeting.  Please request copies of anything you have not received

	Date
	Detail
	Action
	Email circulation
	Agenda item
	Circulated with agenda

	14.07.25
	SALC report
	
	23.07.25
	
	

	15.07.25
	Play area report
	
	
	11.1
	

	16.07.25
	The Thriving Communities funding round for 2026-27 is now open.
	
	23.07.25
	
	

	16.07.25
	Adoption of West Suffolk Local Plan 2024-2041
	
	23.07.25
	
	

	17.07.25
	Request to register defibs on The Circuit
	completed
	
	
	

	17.07.25
	Bus transport passenger group flier
	
	
	
	

	18.07.25
	West Suffolk Parish and Town Forum on 17 June information

	
	23.07.25
	
	

	21.07.25
	SALC  Local Government Re-organisation and devolution update
	
	23.07.25
	
	

	21.07.25
	SALC bulletin
	
	23.07.25
	
	

	22.07.25
	SALC training bulletin
	
	23.07.25
	
	

	23.07.25
	SALC West Suffolk area forum - 18th September 2025 - book now!!
	
	23.07.25
	
	

	25.07.25
	Community Speedwatch comment on old equipment
	
	
	10.4
	

	28.7.25
	SALC bulletin
	
	15.08.25
	
	

	28.07.25
	Play Area Report (low/v low risk findings)
	
	
	11.1
	

	29.07.25
	Email from SCC – re use of speed camera signage
	
	
	5
	

	29.07.25
	Police annual crime report
	
	
	Link provided
	

	29.07.25
	SALC training bulletin
	
	
	
	

	30.07.25
	Go for it grants
	
	15.08.25
	
	

	31.07,25
	Website enquiry as to planning process
	Responded 15.08.25
	
	8.7
	

	31.07.25
	WSC grass cut schedule
	
	
	
	

	04.08.25
	SALC bulletin
	
	06.08.25
	
	

	05.08.25
	SALC training
	
	06.08.25
	
	

	04.08.25
	Email from the Leader of West Suffolk Council to the Parish and Town Councils - 04.08.25 - West Suffolk Council Annual Report 2024/24
	
	15.08.25
	
	

	31.07.25
	Planning appeal AP/25/0026/STAND
	
	
	9.1
	

	07.08.25
	Grass cut schedule
	
	
	
	

	11.08.25
	SALC bulletin
	
	15.08.25
	
	

	11.08.25
	Info re extended bus service
	
	15.08.25
	
	

	12.08.25
	Email from the Leader, West Suffolk Council to the Parish and Town Clerks (West Suffolk) - 12.08.25 - Local Government Reorganisation
	
	15.08.25
	
	

	13.08.25
	Reduction in interest rates - Lloyds
	
	
	
	

	13.08.25
	SCC newsletter
	
	15.08.25
	2.2
	

	13.08.25
	NSIP bulletin
	
	
	
	

	14.08.25
	Grass cut schedule
	
	
	
	

	
	Exchange of correspondence re tree in the river
	
	
	8.5
	yes

	18.08.25
	Moulton PC letter re speed initiatives
	
	
	8.3
	yes

	19.08.25
	Suffolk Cloud update
	
	
	
	

	19.08.25
	SALKC training bulletin
	
	
	
	

	19.08.25
	Info re changes to set up at Suffolk Cloud
	
	
	
	

	19.08.25
	SCC offer for wreaths
	To Church 
	
	
	

	21.08.25
	Domestic energy efficiency upgrades
	To VV/AE for wesbite 27.08.25
	
	
	

	21.08.25
	Football post play area report – low risk findings
	
	
	
	

	21.08.25
	Play area report – all low risk findings
	
	27.08.25
	11.1
	

	25.08.25
	WSC town and parish forum flier
	
	27.08.25
	
	

	26.08.25
	SALC bulletin
	
	27.08.25
	
	

	26.08.25
	Salc training bulletin
	
	
	
	

	26.08.25
	Devolution info
	
	26.08.25
	
	

	27.08.25
	Email Whepstead resident re linnet solar proposal
	
	27.08.25
	
	

	27.08.25
	WSC email re crab tree plaque
	
	27.08.25
	5
	

	27.08.25
	WSC Net zero trajectory
	
	27.08.25
	
	

	28.08.25
	 West Suffolk Council Warm Homes info
	
	05.09.25
	
	

	29.08.25
	Revised version of definitive map for Hawstead
	
	5.09.25
	
	

	01.09.25
	Texr Request from Ethel and Jimmy Family to erect memorial bench on green
	
	
	8.6
	

	01.09.25
	SALC bulletin
	
	05.09.25
	
	

	02.09.25
	The Thriving Communities funding round for 2026-27 - Online Webinar on 9 September 2025
	
	05.09.25
	
	

	02.09.25
	SALC training bulletin
	
	05.09.25
	
	

	03.09.25
	SALC Local Government Re-organisation and devolution September update
	
	05.09.25
	
	


HB booked for chair training 18  August
JW attended Highway forum 12 August
CLERK’S ACTIVITY August-September  2025
	Date
	Activity
	Time

	
	Prepare for and minute  Sept meetings
	

	
	Corresp
	

	
	TOTAL
	30.00


Email from WSC re Woodlands planning matter dated 24 July 2025

Dear Councillor Soons
 
We are currently looking into this matter and are awaiting a meeting with the Planning Officer and the Arboricultural Officer.
 
I just wanted to let you know that I am away on annual leave next week so will not be able to give you a full update until I return.  My apologies that this is taking such a long time.

 
 Email from Shimpling PC 11 August 2025
Don't know if it has filtered down to you but a new Mon-Sat bus service from Sudbury to Bury St Eds is to start on 31st Aug. I have undertaken to destitute some timetable leaflets to publicise this service. Is there anywhere i can drop off a few for distribution around Hawstead

