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2nd July 2026
  App

HAWSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

AT THE VILLAGE HALL 

on THURSDAY 2nd JULY 2026 at 7.30pm.

Present:
P Cllrs H Brewis (Chair), J Lomas-Farley, J Bulbrook, R Alexander & C Carr; C Hibbert – clerk. One member of the public. SC Cllr B Bennett (in part).
Apologies:   Cllr A Brewis. 
The meeting started at 7.30pm.
1.TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES AND CONSIDER ANY APPLICATIONS FOR APPROVAL OF ABSENCE: Apologies above received and ACCEPTED.
2. PUBLIC FORUM

2.1 Public participation. No comments. 
2.2 County Council See report below.  
2.3 West Suffolk Council. No report received.
2.4 Police. The local police constable for the area has reported one incident of criminal damage in Hawstead during June 2026 and provided details of events she will be attending in the locality should anyone wish to speak to her.
3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
3.1 To receive disclosures of personal and prejudicial interests from Councillors on matters to be considered at the meeting.  RA declared an interest in item 8.1 below as Chair of the RLCP.
3.2 To consider any applications for dispensations in relation to declared pecuniary interests: no dispensation applications were received.

4. MINUTES FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING DATED 14th May 2026.

The minutes from the Parish Council meeting dated 14th May 2026 were APPROVED and signed as a true and accurate record of this meeting. 
5. MATTERS ARISING. Refer to clerk report.
6. REPORTS

To receive reports including the following:- 

6.1 Communications; Nothing to report.
6.2 Highways and safety; the meeting heard that; (i) Speedwatch sessions are continuing at different times; the SID once up and running will record data which can be used to inform timings of Speedwatch sessions; and (ii) the defibrillators are all in good order and JLF is logging updates with Webnos/The Circuit.  Residents are encouraged to report the potholes which affect them directly to SCC using the highways reporting tool and to monitor any repairs. It was NOTED that no funding is currently available for new Quiet Lanes proposals,
6.3 Clerk. The clerk report was received and NOTED. 
7. CONSERVATION 

7.1 Greens; the meeting heard that; (i) new SFI options have been published but there is nothing currently available for the Council as it is under an existing agreement due to end in Dec 2027; (ii) a ragwort pull is due; (iii) the hay cut will be taken soon. Thanks were expressed to CC for her recent work at Millennium Field.
7.2 Footpaths (inc footpath rep); a footpath report was received for which thanks – no particular issues identified.  It was AGREED that the Council should seek advice from WSC as to any support available to address unacceptable dog behaviour on private land but affecting walkers on public rights of way.
7.3 Tree work; The meeting heard that CC/JC/ new tree warden are yet to meet to discuss the  tree warden role and look at the tree roots growing through the bridge over the culvert/ the trees affecting the parking area at the Pound and assess what work if any might be required.
8.    TO CONSIDER

8.1 RLCP Proposal RA introduced the RLCP proposal to create an attenuation pond, introduce leaky dams and berms and stabilise eroding sections of river bank in Hawstead and; (i) reported how she had consulted on it (parish annual meeting and stand at the plant stall) and received 8 expressions of support; (ii) outlined the benefits these nature based proposals would achieve by slowing water flow, minimising flooding, conserving water supply, trapping silt, keeping water off the roads to reduce water contamination and managing sudden increases in water level. Discussion followed about; (a) the safety implications of creating an (unfenced) new body of open water in the village and the public liability consequences of that in the current claims culture; (b) adequacy of consultation – do residents know about this proposal? (c) maintenance of the pond feature going forward and particularly the proposed trash screen and ‘’island’’ created between pond and river; (d) the practicalities of proposed timescale for works – in circumstances where (time consuming) deregistration of a portion of the registered village green may be necessary; (e) the special ecological status of the greensward which would be interfered with if the pond proposal proceeds; (f) the need for consistency in approach towards the treatment of the green; (g) availability of information about the proposals in a timely way. It was proposed to seek consent for those aspects of the proposal which relate to leaky dams, berms and revetement but not the attenuation pond and trash screen (for the time being). This proposal (excluding consent for the attenuation pond) was AGREED by MAJORITY. It was NOTED that if RCLP want to pursue the attenuation pond aspect further the Council would require further and better consultation with residents about these proposals before any further vote.
2.2 Suffolk County Councillor (taken out of turn) SC Cllr Bennett highlighted The Reform administration legal challenge to the previously proposed local government reorganisation plans; (ii) plans to inspect local schools for fire risk following a recent spates of fires; (iii) availability of information on the SCC website on how to stay healthy during the heatwave; (iv) launch of the new bin collection arrangements. SC Cllr Bennett agreed to investigate the current collection regime which – confusingly - involves two different collection rotas in the same village.
8.2  To agree response (if any) to https://westsuffolk.inconsult.uk/Scoping_Consultation_2026/consultationHome It was AGREED (i) to circulate the survey via the village Whatsapp group and encourage residents to respond; and (ii) Councillors to complete and submit individual responses if desired. 

8.3 HCC proposal to move bins It was AGREED to allow HCC to move their bins to the car park (once the bottle banks have been removed) for a trial period of up to three months.  If there are no issues HCC may request permission for a permanent move; consideration may in such circumstances be given to constructing a bin store/screening.
8.4 Vacancy on the Council An expression of interest has been received into the current vacancy. It was AGREED that the clerk should liaise with candidate to answer any questions and subject to that to add a co option vote to the next meeting agenda.
8.5 Position of bench The position of the new memorial bench between the playground and information board was APPROVED – subject to checking it will not interfere with mowing regime.
10.   PLANNING APPLICATIONS, APPEALS AND NOTIFICATIONS
10.1 Planning notifications; the following notifications were received;-
Householder planning application - a. boundary wall to existing gate b. single storey detatched garage - Church Farm Church Road Hawstead Suffolk IP29 5NT

Ref. No: DC/26/0610/HH | Status: Application Granted | Case Type: Planning Application
10.  FINANCE

10.1 To receive the financial summary for the quarter ending 30 June 2026.  The financial summary to 30 June 2026 attached was received and APPROVED. 

10.2 To receive and approve the bi-monthly financial summary for May-June 2026; the bi-monthly report was received and UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED.

10.3 To approve payments to be made; the following payments were APPROVED.
	
	Payee
	Detail
	Net
	VAT
	Gross

	1
	ICO
	DD
	47.00
	
	47.00

	2
	CH wage
	Online
	856.80
	
	856.80

	3
	HMRC
	Online
	214.20
	
	214,20

	4
	Lloyds
	DD
	4.25
	
	4.25

	5
	A Baker
	Online
	1278.50
	
	1278.50

	6
	CH expenses
	Online
	64.78
	
	64.78

	7
	Lloyds
	DD
	4.25
	
	4.25

	8
	SALC
	Online
	189.00
	37.80
	226.80

	9
	CH – website refund
	Online
	6.00
	1.20
	7.20

	10
	Pear Space Limited
	Online
	130.00
	
	130.00

	11
	SWT
	Online
	38.00
	
	38.00


11. CORRESPONDENCE The following correspondence was received and NOTED;-

11.1 Correspondence from WSC re Woodlands enforcement;
11.2 Correspondence from Quiet Lanes project;
11.3 SID correspondence.
12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING Thursday 10th September 2026 at 7.30pm.                  .

The meeting closed at 9.00pm. 
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RECEIPTS Actual Budgeted Variance
£

Precept 7,600.00 7,600.00 0.00
Wayleave 41.44 41.44 0.00
Bottle Bank 0.00 400.00 -400.00
Grant 0.00 800.00 -800.00
reserves 1,092.56 -1,092.56
Interest 16.81 100.00 -83.19
VAT 0.00 0.00
Misc 0.00

7,658.25__10,034.00 -2,375.75
PAYMENTS Actual  Budgeted Variance
Misc 12.75 150.00 137.25
Admin 0.00 250.00 250.00
Audit fees 0.00 189.00 189.00
Clerk's salary(inc tax) 0.00 4,350.00 4,350.00
Clerk exps 0.00 208.00
Greens 412.00 2,590.00
Insurance 0.00 350.00 350.00
Repairs/maintenance 55.00 300.00 245.00
Training 0.00 200.00 200.00
Subscriptions 270.50 285.00 14.50
VAT 95.60 -95.60
Grants 0.00 150.00 150.00
Trees 0.00 0.00 0.00
defib 0.00 150.00 150.00
website 216.00 450.00 234.00

1,061.85 10,034.00 8,972.15
Recons ion of R.& P. Book
Balance b/f 01.04.26 £653.42 Deposit alc c/f 1.4.26 £10,362.34
Receipts £7,830.44 Receipts £16.81
Payments -£1,061.85  Payments
inter alc tfr £10,379.15 inter alc tfr (10379.15)
inter a/c tfr -£10,000.00 inter alc tfr £10,000.00

TOTAL

Bank Reconcili

HAWSTEAD PC
SUMMARY RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ending 31.03.27 as at 30.06.26

n balances as at

Lloyds Balance as at 30.06.26

£7,801.16
£7,801.16

Lloyds deposit as at 30.06.26 10,000.00

TOTAL Bank Reconciliation £17,801.16





Signature……………………..


