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10th September 2026
  Draft v1

HAWSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

AT THE VILLAGE HALL 

on THURSDAY 10th SEPTEMBER 2026 at 7.30pm.

Present:
P Cllrs H Brewis (Chair), J Lomas-Farley, A Brewis, R Alexander & C Carr; C Hibbert – clerk. Five members of the public. 
Apologies:   Cllr J Bulbrook. 
The meeting started at 7.30pm.
1.TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES AND CONSIDER ANY APPLICATIONS FOR APPROVAL OF ABSENCE: Apologies above received and ACCEPTED.
2. PUBLIC FORUM

2.1 Public participation.
The following matters were raised in public forum; (i) the new memorial bench needs to be secured; (ii) whether there is any response from WSC planning enforcement to the Woodlands matter; (iii) whether the Council has reviewed the roots growing under the culvert at Hawstead Brook yet.  In response, the meeting heard that; (i) a margin of approx. 6 foot is required for the mower to pass around the new bench; clerk to confirm to WSC that the bench will be secured in place shortly unless they advise otherwise from a mowing perspective; (ii) The Parish Council continues to chase the planning officer for an update on Woodlands enforcement; (iii) the shoots under the culvert are yet to be reviewed by the Council/ tree warden.
8.1 Vacancy on the Council (taken out of turn). The Council UNANIMOUSLY AGREED to co-opt AB to fill the vacant seat.

9.2 DC/26/1031/HH Householder planning application - a. porch to front elevation

b. single storey rear extension (following demolition of existing conservatory and rear extension) c. outbuilding to provide ancillary accommodation d. replacement windows and doors to front and side elevations LOCATION Greenacres The Green Hawstead Suffolk IP29 5N (taken out of turn)
The meeting, having previously considered and objected to this application at its meeting on 6 August 2026, considered the amended proposal and in particular; (i) whether the objections previously made had been overcome by the amended plans; (ii) the adequacy of the level of detail provided with the revised proposal; (iii) the welcome fact that the applicant has amended the plans in response to concerns raised by neighbours; (iv) the visual impact of the revised proposals on the green and why this is difficult to envisage without cross sections showing heights of existing and proposed buildings; (v) the amended reference in the updated plans to the garden room as ‘ancillary accommodation’ and the use that might give rise to; (v) the revised garden room area dimensions (27m2 in place of 30m2); (vi) the availability of permitted development rights; (vii) the need to restrict comments to the proposal to material planning considerations only; (viii) precedent set by approved development proposals elsewhere in the village; (ix) the need for this property to be modernised to enable it to be brought back into use; (x) the height/ dimensions of both the proposed extension and the garden room; (xi) the (positive) improvements to the façade; (xii) comments made in public forum.  One councillor commented that the neighbouring property -The Old Forge- is in an area designated SPZ3 (not SPZ1) for the purposes of assessing impact on public drinking water supply.  

Public forum opened

(i) A resident commented on the overbearing/intrusive impact the proposed extension height would have on their neighbouring property, given the close proximity of the proposed development to their boundary, and deep concern about the impacts removal of the existing spray foam insulation would have upon the health of residents and the integrity of neighbouring property; other than the removal of a window along the side boundary, the proposals have not changed in a material way.

(ii) A second resident read out a statement, noting that five out of six of the grounds of objection made by the parish council when it first considered this proposal on 6 August 2026  remain unaddressed by the revised proposal (full statement attached to minutes).  He also noted two new concerns, namely the new reference (in connection with the proposed garden room) to ancillary accommodation and the need for a fire safety assessment given the close proximity of the proposals to a single skin oil tank (not shown on plans) and the neighbouring thatched roof property.
(iii) A third resident commented on the exceptional village green in Hawstead and the duty to safeguard and preserve this when approaching planning consultations such as this.

Public forum closed

The Council reviewed the amended proposal against the original grounds of objection (6 August) and COMMENTED that its OBJECTION to the proposal should be maintained for the following reasons;-
	Ref
	PC ground of objection 6 August 2026
	Is objection addressed by updated plans

	(A)
	the lack of detailed information/plans available at this stage  
	This objection remains.

	(B)
	The lack of consultation with Environmental Health/ The Environment Agency (in respect of groundwater/ the well) and the conservation officer (in respect of impact on the neighbouring listed asset and its setting). In particular it would be helpful to have cross sections showing the height of the proposals relative to both neighbouring properties and to the ground level and access to a hydrological risk assessment (if appropriate). The applicant has indicated a willingness to adapt his proposals so it is in any event premature to comment on the development proposals if they are likely to change. Notwithstanding this, the Council does not consider that the proposal should be granted unless it is amended as set out in (C)-(F).
	This objection remains.
Whilst noted that the conservation officer has now commented, no (i) cross sections showing relative heights ; nor  (ii) hydrological risk assessment (if required) have been provided.

	(C )
	Exclude the garden room, which in its current form is excessive in scale - given the close proximity to the next door listed building and its setting;
	This objections remains.  The footprint of the garden room has been reduced by an insignificant amount (3m2)

	(D)
	Prevent overlooking of neighbouring properties (side windows/ new gable)
	the revised proposal has addressed this ground of objection by removing the overlooking windows

	(E)
	Reduce height of proposal in proximity to neighbouring property to reduce loss of residential amenity to neighbours;
	this objection remains as there is no change in the height of the proposed extension.

	(F)
	Impose adherence to an acceptable method statement for the safe removal of the spray foam insulation by way of planning condition to ensure safety
	this objection remains; no method statement has been supplied to demonstrate how the foam will be removed safely without risk to health.



Additionally, The Council UNANIMOUSLY AGREED to request that if the Council is minded to grant planning permission - despite the objections set out above - then; (G) use of the garden room should be restricted by means of planning conditions so that it cannot be used as  residential accommodation separate from the main house (ie Airbnb etc) and also that; (H) the development is not allowed to commence unless and until a fire safety assessment has been undertaken and any recommendations implemented - given the close proximity of the development to the oil tank, neighbouring thatched roof, etc to minimise risk of damage by fire as a result of proposals as per the nationally recognised standard set out in the Dorset Model.
9.3 DC/26/1240/FUL Proposal Planning application - construction of new vehicular access

to serve holiday pods at Metcalf Arms Lawshall Road Hawstead Suffolk IP29 5NR.

After consideration the Council UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED to SUPPORT the proposal.
2.2 County Council No report received.  
2.3 West Suffolk Council. No report received.
2.4 Police. A report confirming there has been one motor theft in the Hawstead area in the last couple of months was received and NOTED.
3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
3.1 To receive disclosures of personal and prejudicial interests from Councillors on matters to be considered at the meeting.  None.
3.2 To consider any applications for dispensations in relation to declared pecuniary interests: no dispensation applications were received.

4. MINUTES FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING DATED 6th AUGUST 2026.

The minutes from the Parish Council meeting dated 6th August 2026 were APPROVED and signed as a true and accurate record of this meeting. 
5. MATTERS ARISING. Refer to clerk report.
6. REPORTS

To receive reports including the following:- 

6.1 Communications; Nothing to report.
6.2 Highways and safety; the meeting heard that; (i) Speedwatch sessions are continuing at different times; and (ii) the defibrillators are all in good order and JLF is logging updates with Webnos/The Circuit, for which thanks; (iii) the Whpestead Road SID is in operation. 
6.3 Clerk. The clerk report was received and NOTED. 
7. CONSERVATION 

7.1 Greens; the meeting heard that there was nothing to report. 
7.2 Footpaths (inc footpath rep); a footpath report was received for which thanks; the market path is rather overgrown and that a signpost is down by the glamping site. It was AGREED to monitor the condition of this path. JT (footpath rep) has stood down.  Thanks were expressed for her contribution.  It was AGREED to advertise for further support to this role via the Village Whatsapp group.
7.3 Tree work; The meeting heard that CC/JC/ new tree warden are yet to meet to discuss the  tree warden role and look at the tree roots growing through the bridge over the culvert/ the trees affecting the parking area at the Pound/ the willow by the village hall and to assess what work if any might be required.
8.    TO CONSIDER

8.1 Vacancy on the Council.  See above.
8.2 Insurance renewal; The meeting heard that Zurich had offered renewal terms (£303 pa – same as 2025); CAS had been invited to quote but had declined to do so.  The Council RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY to ACCEPT the Zurich renewal terms.
8.3 (To note and agree to implement) Local Government Pay award for 26/27. The Council UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED to ACCEPT and implement the pay award for 26/27, backdated with effect from 1 April 2026.
9.   PLANNING APPLICATIONS, APPEALS AND NOTIFICATIONS
9.1 Planning notifications; the following notifications were received;-
Outline planning application - (means of access, layout and scale to be considered) - one self-build dwelling with access off Bull Lane - 6 Bull Lane Pinford End Hawstead Suffolk IP29 5NU

Ref. No: DC/24/1460/OUT | Status: Application Granted | Case Type: Planning Application

9.2 DC/26/1031/HH Householder planning application - a. porch to front elevation

b. single storey rear extension (following demolition of existing conservatory and rear extension) c. outbuilding to provide ancillary accommodation d. replacement windows and doors to front and side elevations LOCATION Greenacres The Green Hawstead Suffolk IP29 5N (See above)
9.3 DC/26/1240/FUL Proposal Planning application - construction of new vehicular access

to serve holiday pods at Metcalf Arms Lawshall Road Hawstead Suffolk IP29 5NR. See above.
10.  FINANCE

10.1 To receive and approve the bi-monthly financial summary for July-August 2026; the bi-monthly report was received and UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED.

10.2 To approve payments to be made; the following payments were APPROVED (subject to clarification as to the number of grass cuts delivered during the drought for item 9). 
	1
	CH wage
	Online
	856.80
	
	856.80

	2
	HMRC –tax on wage
	Online
	214.20
	
	214.20

	3
	CH - website
	Online
	6.00
	1.20
	7.20

	4
	Lloyds
	DD
	4.25
	
	4.25

	5
	CHT - defib
	Online
	135.00
	27.00
	162.00

	6
	CH - website
	Online
	72.00
	14.40
	86.40

	7
	Lloyds
	DD
	4.25
	
	4.25

	8
	Zurich
	Online
	303.00
	
	303.00

	9
	WSC
	Online
	2542.38
	508.38
	3050.86

	10
	CH exps
	Online
	52.00
	
	52.00


11. CORRESPONDENCE The following correspondence was received and NOTED;-

11.1 Play area reports for last quarter;

11.2 SID Whepstead Road – confirmation;

11.3 SALC advice on declarations of interest

11.4 Correspondence re planning at Greenacres.
12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING Thursday 12th November 2026 at 7.30pm.                  .

The meeting closed at 9.20pm. 
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