Hawstead Parish Council - Clerk report  
 11 July 2024
The aim of this report is to provide comments on agenda items and to update the Parish Councillors on:-

· correspondence received, sent and circulated since the last meeting

· Training attended since the last meeting
· Clerks’ activity since May 2024
· Planning decisions

2.5 Suffolk constabulary 
7 Conservation

Item 7.3 (ii) Email from councillor re spraying near river 4 July 2024

…. - I took a look yesterday and that does appear to be what has happened.  If it’s not too late - can we have it on the Agenda for our meeting next week?

My initial thoughts are that it is worrying that someone has gone ahead and sprayed on Parish Council land without asking for permission, and there are rules about what chemicals can be used so close to a watercourse.  I thought you might all the interested in this guidance that explains the rules relating to spraying adjacent to watercourses:

http://www.islandrivers.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/FAQ-Using-herbicide-in-or-near-water.pdf

Basically the only herbicide you can use that close to a watercourse are certain products that contain Glyphosate, and if within 1m of the top of the bank then it needs site specific Agreement from the Environment Agency first.  

10. Planning decisions and notifications
Planning application - one dwelling - Land Adjacent Cullum House Church Road Hawstead Suffolk
Ref. No: DC/24/0177/FUL | Status: Application Refused | Case Type: Planning Application 
Householder planning application - dropped kerb and off road parking - The Red Shed The Pound Hawstead Suffolk IP29 5NJ
Ref. No: DC/24/0045/HH | Status: Application Granted | Case Type: Planning Application 

10.1 Planning permission DC/22/0695 Householder planning application - a. single and two storey

front extensions and b. single storey side extension (following demolition of existing building)

Location: Woodlands, The Pound, Hawstead, Suffolk, IP29 5NJ approved development in accordance with various application documents including landscaping plan 22/31/07 which required the retention of various trees shown on that plan plus new planting of 6 trees PT1-6. These trees were to be provided within the first planting season after commencement of development.
11. Finance

Item 11.4 Internal audit report has been received and is in the meeting pack. Three recommendations were highlighted;-

· Amendment to Standing Orders to reflect model wording recommended 

· New model financial regs should be adopted (see item 9.2)

· Investment strategy should be adopted 

Recommend accept these recommendations

Item 11.5

Clerk proposes to put £10k back on 32 day deposit with Lloyds

	

	


12. Correspondence

Indication is given where an item has already been circulated by email and/ or is under consideration at this meeting and /or has been circulated for this meeting.  Please request copies of anything you have not received

	Date
	Detail
	Action
	Email circulation
	Agenda item
	Circulated with agenda

	08.05.24
	Neighbourhood watch enquiry
	CH responded 8.5.24 as per mins 14.3.24
	
	
	

	08.05.24
	SALC bulletin
	
	26.05.24
	
	

	09.05.24
	FOI request
	Responded to 29.05.24
	
	7.3 
	yes

	10.05.24
	Planning training info
	
	10.05.24
	
	

	10.05.24
	Passenger transport consultation info
	
	
	
	

	10.05.24
	Grass cutting info from WSC
	
	
	
	

	13.05.24
	Suffolk Community Awards - nominations now open!
	
	
	
	

	13.05.24
	SALC bulletin
	
	26.05.24
	
	

	14.05.24
	Changes to Community Chest funding
	
	26.05.24
	
	

	14.05.24
	History Recorders report
	Onto website 26.05.24
	
	
	

	14.05.24
	SALC training
	
	26.05.24
	
	

	14.05.24
	B&MSDC JLP Draft Supplementary Planning Documents Consultation
	
	
	
	

	15.05.24
	SALC training bulletin
	
	26.05.24
	
	

	16.05.24
	SALC West Suffolk invitation - drop in session for SALC Constitution& speaker on Local Nature Recovery Strategy
	
	26.05.24
	
	

	16.05.24
	HCC confirmation of free room hire to PC for 12 months
	Clerk thanked 26.5.24
	
	
	

	17.05.24
	SCC ANPR officer – disruption to pilot due to vandalism
	
	
	
	

	17.05.24
	Grass cutting schedule
	
	
	
	

	18.05.24
	Safety of Lithium  Batteries and e-bikes and scooters - campaign
	
	26.05.24
	12.4
	

	20.05.24
	SALC bulletin inc new FRO template
	
	26.05.24
	9.2
	

	21.05.24
	SALC training bulletin
	
	26.05.24
	
	

	22.05.24
	Thriving Communities Fund
	
	26.05.24
	
	

	23.05.24
	Maize under sowing offer from Anglian Water
	To CC 26.05.24
	
	
	

	23.05.24
	SALC bulletin
	
	26.05.24
	
	

	23.05.24
	SCC advice on HGV ban signage
	
	26.05.24
	12.2
	

	23.05.24
	Summary for Villagers of Hawstead Community Council's 2024 AGM
	
	
	
	

	23.05.24
	FFRF Report
	
	
	7.1
	yes

	24.05.24
	West Suffolk Local Plan (Regulation 24) 2024 - Examination in public – invitation to participate
	
	
	12.2
	

	24.05.24
	WSC Grass cutting schedule
	
	
	
	

	23.05.24
	DC/24/0045/HH - Red Shed correspondence
	Clerk confirmed to LPA no ongoing objection 29 May 24
	26.05.24
	
	

	29.05.24
	Anglian Water response on Bells Lane
	
	29.05.24
	12.5
	

	29.05.24
	ANPR in Hawstead 10.06.24
	
	
	
	

	30.05.24
	: May updates: Our 2024 AGM | Updates to the information hub | Our campaigning works
	
	11.06.24
	
	

	31.05.24
	Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils Gypsy and Traveller and Travelling Showpeople Call for Sites 2024
	
	
	
	

	31.05.24
	The General Election - An opportunity to promote all candidates in West Suffolk – request to clerk to share info
	
	
	
	

	03.06.24
	WSC Grass cut schedule
	
	
	
	

	03.06.24
	SALC bulletin
	
	11.06.24
	
	

	04.06.24
	SALC training bulletin
	
	11.06.24
	
	

	05.06.24
	SALC AGM info
	
	11.06.24
	
	

	05.06.24
	FW: Stag beetle workshop for Parish Councils and Wildlife Groups
	
	11.06.24
	
	

	07.06.24
	Amendment to bus service serving village
	To website/ whatsapp 11.06.24
	
	
	

	06.06.24
	The Open Spaces Society AGM and summer issue of Open Space magazine
	
	11.06.24
	
	

	07.06.24
	Grass cut schedule
	
	
	
	

	09.06.24
	Locality grant application – tithe map
	Submitted 09.06.24
	
	
	

	10.06.24
	Open Spaces Society Annual General Meeting 2024
	
	11.06.24
	
	

	10.06.24
	SCC newsletter
	
	11.06.24
	2.2
	yes

	10.06.24
	SALC bulletin
	
	11.06.24
	
	

	11.06.24
	SALC training bulletin
	
	11.06.24
	
	

	13.06.24
	SWT info re County Wildlife Site Owners Network
	
	
	
	

	14.06.24
	WSC Grass cutting schedule
	
	
	
	

	15.06.24
	commonwealth war graves commission headstones inspection july 2024
	To PCC 03.07.24
	
	
	

	17.06.24
	SALC bulletin
	
	03.07.24
	
	

	18.06.24
	RPA news bulletin
	To CC 03.07.24
	
	
	

	19.06.24
	WSC correspondence regarding casual vacancy
	
	03.07.24
	9.1
	

	20.06.24
	Play area inspection report – low risk findings only
	
	
	12.1
	

	21.06.24
	Grass cutting schedule
	
	
	
	

	25.06.24
	SALC bulletin
	
	03.07.24
	
	

	25.06.24
	SALC training bulletin
	
	03.07.24
	
	

	25.06.24
	FW: Norfolk and Suffolk Nature Recovery - Local Nature Recovery Strategy
	
	03.07.24
	
	

	25.06.24
	HCC request for consent to works
	
	
	12.6
	yes

	28.06.24
	OSS Vote in our 2024 AGM
	
	
	
	

	28.06.24
	WSC grass cut schedule
	
	
	
	

	30.06.24
	SCC newsletter
	
	03.07.24
	
	

	01.07.24
	SALC newsletter
	
	03.07.24
	
	

	01.07.24
	Audit report
	
	
	11.4
	yes

	02.07.24
	SALC training bulletin
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	05.07.24
	Grass cutting schedule
	
	12.07.24
	
	

	08.07.24
	SALC news bulletin
	
	12.07.24
	
	

	08.07.24
	RPA info Delinked payments are coming soon


	To CC 12.07.24
	
	
	

	09.07.24
	FW: Safety of Lithium ion Batteries and e-bikes and scooterrs
	
	12.07.24
	12.4
	

	09.07.24
	SALC training bulletin 9th July 2024
	
	12.07.24
	
	

	10.07.24
	 Local Nature Recovery Strategy team needs your help – please complete the survey by 14 July  

Holliday Activities and Food Summer Programme 2024
	To AE for website
	
	
	

	10.07.24
	The Local Councillor Magazine from SALC - June 2024
	
	12.07.24
	
	

	12.07.24
	WSC Grass cutting schedule
	To CC 12.07.24
	
	
	

	15.07.24
	Info from Gigabit braodband
	
	16.07.24
	12.6
	


TRAINING
J Bulbrook – Planning training x 4
Clerk; SALC AGM  1 July 2024
CLERK’S ACTIVITY May-July 2024
	Date
	Activity
	Time

	
	Prepare for and minute  APM and APC meeting  May  2024          
	

	
	Audit ; HMRC return; Co-option; correspondence FOI request
	

	
	TOTAL
	50.00


SCC ANPR officer 17.05.24

Unfortunately, due to another spate of vandalisms, I have had to once again delay visits from the ANPR devices. I do not yet have a startup date yet as I am awaiting some repairs to the devices, but as soon as I do, I’ll let you know. 

Once again, I apologise for the delay and thank you for your patience. 
Item 12.3  Email from SCC May 23 re HGV

Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2024 12:30 PM
To: Karen Soons (SCC Councillor) <Karen.Soons@suffolk.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: Hawstead Bells lane - CR 470798

I have been passed your report regarding a potential HGV ban/restriction for Hawstead Green/Bell Lane towards Stanningfield.

Unfortunately, a large percentage of minor rural roads are unrestricted for these vehicles. We would only usually support an outright ban on roads where there is either a weak or low bridge, but we do not generally support HGV restrictions on rural routes unless under exceptional circumstances. We also have to consider access to properties and agricultural access (fields, farm entrances etc). Even when restrictions are in place, legitimate access is always accepted.

Many Parishes have funded ‘Unsuitable for HGV’ signs on roads that are causing concern. These signs are advisory and carry no power of enforcement, but many report they are very effective at cutting down through traffic or rat running. I’ve attached an example of the type of signs for this above. They are usually installed at the junctions on either end of the road in question.

Before we would support this, we would require a vehicle classification survey to be undertaken to ascertain the volume of HGV traffic and to gauge the extent of the issue. We only accept these signs in areas with a relatively high volume of HGV traffic (particularly if this is considered a rat run). 

 

If you or the Parish would like to fund a classification survey, these cost approximately £435. As well as type of vehicle, they also record volume and speed of traffic.

The cost is approximate and does vary depending on location. If you or the PC do wish to consider this, we can work out an appropriate location for this and I can arrange for an accurate cost estimate before we proceed.

Kind Regards 

Matthew Fox

Item 12.5 Anglian Water email dated 29 May 2024

Once again, I do apologise in the delay in getting back to you about this matter, we have been trying to investigate use of the roads. 

On Friday 24th May, we arrange for a traffic survey to be completed on Bells Lane. The results showed 1x Van and 1x Tractor making 4 trips to the compound. I have instructed the team to stop using Bells Lane and or Whepstead road immediately, as this is not part of our CTMP. 

We will arrange for remedial works to be completed on Bells Lane, and topsoil and seed the grass verges once works have been completed. 

I thank you for bringing this to my attention, and if I can assist with anything in the future, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.
Clerk has requested update on timing

Item 12.5 Email from HCC dated 25 June 2024

I would like to make you aware that we (HCC) are in the process of putting together a proposal which we would like to put to the Parish Council at your next meeting.

We’re hopeful that we will have all material paperwork in advance of that meeting.

The subject matter is installing drainage in the play area, with a pipe from there across the meadow and into the river lark on the other side.

Although the HCC are responsible for the play area, we are aware that we need to consult with PC for the installation of piping across the meadow.

I would appreciate the opportunity for my colleague (HCC Treasurer) and I, to discuss our proposal with the PC and would request that you may be able to include this at your July meeting.
Note from clerk:

No further detail has been provided. The Council will recall that it is the freehold owner of the village green and that-

The village green is protected under old legislation namely section 29 of the Commons Act 1876, together with section 12 of the Inclosure Act 1857, which provide that a person who encroaches on, or encloses, a town or village green or a recreation ground allotted by an inclosure award, or erects anything on, or disturbs or interferes with that green or ground otherwise than for its better enjoyment for its proper purpose, may, on the information of any inhabitant of the parish in which the green is situated, be summarily convicted by the magistrates’ court and fined at level 1 on the standard scale.

The proposals indicate discharge into the River Lark – query whether any consent might be required

Item 12.6 Project Gigabit email 15 July 2024
Sent: 15 July 2024 08:58
To: clerk@hawstead-pc.gov.uk
Subject: CityFibre/Project Gigabit in your area

  Dear Parish Clerk

You may have seen recently that CityFibre had been awarded the Project Gigabit contract for Suffolk.  Project Gigabit is the government’s flagship programme to enable hard-to-reach communities to access lightning-fast gigabit-capable broadband. The four-year programme will see around 136,000 premises across Suffolk and parts of surrounding counties connected to our fibre-to-the-premises network.   

We wanted to let you know that work is due to start in your area over the coming weeks. As we move from area to area, we endeavour to let affected parish councils know ahead of time. 

The contractor carrying out the work on our behalf is OCU Utility Services. Wherever possible, existing duct and pole infrastructure will be used to reduce the amount of construction required.  However, new infrastructure will be needed and we are working closely with the council’s highways team to coordinate any work that is required. 

Why is this work so important?  In a rapidly changing world, we rely more and more on digital connectivity and the UK needs to ensure its residents and businesses can cope with future demands.  This is not just about being able to better browse the internet or stream television programmes.  There are many other factors to consider such as:

· Households have an ever-increasing number of internet connected devices like smart speakers, domestic appliances, heating control systems and doorbells.  

· Smart TVs and gaming consoles become more and more sophisticated requiring faster internet speeds.

· The Covid 19 pandemic has demonstrated how important fast and reliable broadband is. Essential services such as healthcare and education are now increasingly online and regular homeworking has become the norm for many. 

· When buying a house the speed of the internet is now one of the top purchasing factors.   

If you would like to know more about our build process, please visit cityfibre.com/build.  Our latest project information, including an FAQ and a way to register for updates is available at  www.cityfibre.com/projectgigabit.  When it’s time to order services, residents and businesses will also be able to choose from a range of internet service providers. 

If you have any immediate questions then please let us know, preferably via Contact_CityfibreSouth@cityfibre.com.  We will provide further updates as the build progresses.

Kind regards

Neil Madle

Partnership Manager, South Region

CityFibre, 07881 324898
