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HAWSTEAD ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL   
AT 7 P.M. ON THURSDAY 11th MAY 2023. 

 
Present: P Cllr P Baker (Chair) & Clerk C Hibbert.     

SC Cllr K Soons (in part); 13 members of the public (including five parish councillors) 
 

1. APOLOGIES: None. 
  
2. MINUTES OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING –12TH MAY 2022. 
The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 12

th
 May 2022 were circulated and APPROVED as a true 

and accurate record and signed accordingly. (Proposed by JW, seconded by PB – all in favour). 
 
5. ANNUAL REPORTS 
Report from Khaki Devil 
TG of Khaki Devil outlined their activities over the previous year; theatre /film work has not yet returned to 
pre-covid levels; however the education offer is going from strength to strength as school parties opt to 
undertake the battlefield experience in Hawstead rather than in Belgium/France. School parties travel from 
as far as Scotland. The hutted history talks continue to thrive. 
 
Hawstead Community Council: JS presented the report of the HCC chair – full copy attached to minutes.  
It was highlighted that the SW will be standing down as chair shortly. The Chair thanked SW and all the 
HCC team for their efforts in running the village hall.so well; it was noted that small community groups are 
often kept alive thanks to the incredible effort of small dedicated volunteer teams. 
 
Carpet Bowls: a report from RH was received – full copy attached to minutes. 
 
Hawstead Oil Group: a report from MH was received – full copy attached to minutes. 
 
Website and History Recorder’s report AP outlined the role of the History recorder in local communities. 
More than 50% of parishes have a history recorder and these operate under the umbrella of the Suffolk 
Local History Council. AP referred to his 2022 report which can be viewed on the HPC website. This covers 
topics including the activities of local groups, organisations and businesses, local planning matters and 
references to the village in the local press.  AP confirmed that he has placed some material on deposit in the 
County Archive; AP is keen to step down and is looking for a successor to take on this role from 2024. 
On separate matters, AP provided an update on his investigation into the acquisition of a copy of the 
Hawstead Tithe Map and also noted that there are two spaces left for trees in the Millennium Orchard; a 
resident has kindly offered to supply the trees. 
 
Jammie Dodgers; a report was received from JW about the 24 strong local volunteer group – the Jammie 
Dodgers; a number of projects have been successfully undertaken including the opening up of a new stretch 
of footpath at Brook Green, installation of a new handrail, weeding in the village hall car park; cleaning the 
entry gates and signage. This group is on the lookout for new projects. The Chair thanked JW for his report 
and for all his work in mowing the area immediately around the village hall. 
 
All Saints Church Hawstead: a report was received from the church warden - copy attached to minutes. 
 
3. COUNTY COUNCIL (out of turn); a report from S Cllr KS was received – summary attached to minutes. 
Full report on HPC website. SC Cllr Soons highlighted the new highway repairs contract which it is hoped 
will bring improvements to the current road conditions across the County; she also highlighted proposed 
improvements to SEND country wide. 
Q Is there a need for Sizewell in order to provide additional electricity for the County? KS highlighted that 
the Sizewell application was determined by the Secretary of State and not any local authority; SCC had 
sought to secure improvements to the scheme which will lessen the negative impacts of such a large scale 
project on surrounding communities. 
Q What is SCC doing to support children with SEND especially at exam time; KS replied that SCC has 
accepted that both SEND children and their teachers need further support. 
 
4. DISTRICT COUNCIL (out of turn): the meeting heard that KS Soons has recently been elected as District 
Councillor for Hawstead. No further report. 
 
6. CLERK’S REPORT – The clerk reported on the finances of the Parish Council - copy attached to minutes. 
 
7. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT -   The PC chairman delivered his report. He thanked all the local volunteers 
involved in the various community groups including the Jammie Dodgers and The Hawstead Community 
Council – in particular SW, the current chair. He encouraged further volunteers to come forward to support 
local groups. Finally he thanked the Councillors and Clerk for their work during the year. 



     

 
8. PUBLIC SESSION  
No comments received. 
 
9. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 9

th
 May 2024.  The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared 

the meeting closed at 8.00pm.  
 
ATTACHMENTS 
The names of individuals mentioned in these reports are abbreviated for GDPR reasons 
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